[Renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system and vasopressin in adult and aged patients with acquired mitral valve defects].
Seventy four patients aged 35-74 years who had mitral valvular disease were examined for renin, angiotensin II, aldosterone, and vasopressin, of whom 49 patients were diagnosed as having a mitral valve defect with prevalent stenosis, 25 presented with a mitral valve defect with prevalent heart failure. Circulatory disorders, Stages I-II, were found in 41 patients, Stage IIB in 23, and Stage III in 10 patients. There were no significant differences in the parameters of the renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system (RAAS) and vasopressin in untreated adult and elderly patients with mitral valvular disease at rest. As circulatory disorders progressed, the RAAS parameters significantly increased in all the groups. However, the patients with prevalent stenosis showed higher blood renin levels than did those with prevalent heart failure, irrespective of its severity. In refractory heart failure, the significant differences remained to a greater extent only for renin. The treatment with peripheral vasodilators (isosorbide dinitrate and corinfar) resulted in compensatory activation of the neurohumoral vasoconstrictive system, thereafter the RAAS parameters significantly increased after the drugs.